




Lent.
a season of spiritual 

preparation



“If we are willing to go this route of 
victory with Jesus Christ, we cannot 
continue to be mediocre Christians, 

stopped halfway to the peak.” 
AW Tozer (Day 17, pg 85)



What influences your decisions 
and reactions in life?



“In every Christian’s heart there is a cross 
and a throne, and the Christian is on the 
throne till he puts himself on the cross.”

AW Tozer (Day 19, pg 93)



Self-Directed Life
Dear brothers and 

sisters, when I was with 
you I couldn’t talk to you 

as I would to spiritual 
people. I had to talk as 

though you belonged to 
this world or as though 

you were infants in 
Christ.



Self-Directed Life
I had to feed you with 

milk, not with solid food, 
because you weren’t 

ready for anything 
stronger. And you still 

aren’t ready, for you are 
still controlled by your 

sinful nature. 



Self-Directed Life
You are jealous of one 

another and quarrel with 
each other. Doesn’t that 
prove you are controlled 

by your sinful nature? 
Aren’t you living like 
people of the world?

(1 Corinthians 3:1-3 NLT)



Self-Directed Life
When you follow the 
desires of your sinful 

nature, the results are 
very clear: sexual 

immorality, impurity, 
lustful pleasures, idolatry, 

sorcery, hostility, 
quarreling, jealousy, 

outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambition, dissension, 



Self-Directed Life
division, envy, 

drunkenness, wild parties, 
and other sins like these. 
Let me tell you again, as I 
have before, that anyone 
living that sort of life will 
not inherit the Kingdom 

of God.
(Galatians 5:19-21 NLT)



Cross-Directed Life
But the Holy Spirit 

produces this kind of fruit 
in our lives: love, joy, 

peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. There is 

no law against these 
things! 



Cross-Directed Life
Those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have nailed 
the passions and desires 
of their sinful nature to 
his cross and crucified 

them there. Since we are 
living by the Spirit, let us 
follow the Spirit’s leading 
in every part of our lives.

(Galatians 5:22-25 NLT) 



Cross-Directed Life



“So why do you keep calling me ‘Lord, 
Lord!’ when you don’t do what I say? I 

will show you what it’s like when 
someone comes to me, listens to my 

teaching, and then follows it. It is like a 
person building a house who digs deep 
and lays the foundation on solid rock. 
When the floodwaters rise and break 

against that house, it stands firm because 
it is well built.



But anyone who hears and doesn’t obey 
is like a person who builds a house right 

on the ground, without a foundation. 
When the floods sweep down against 

that house, it will collapse into a 
heap of ruins.”  
(Luke 6:46-49 NLT)



Since God chose you to be the holy 
people he loves, you must clothe 

yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. Make allowance for each 

other’s faults, and forgive anyone who 
offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave 

you, so you must forgive others.



Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds us all together in perfect 

harmony. And let the peace that comes 
from Christ rule in your hearts. For as 

members of one body you are called to 
live in peace. And always be thankful.

(Colossians 3:12-15 NLT)



Those who are dominated by the sinful 
nature think about sinful things, but 
those who are controlled by the Holy 

Spirit think about things that please the 
Spirit. So letting your sinful nature 

control your mind leads to death. But 
letting the Spirit control your mind leads 
to life and peace. For the sinful nature is 
always hostile to God. It never did obey 

God’s laws, and it never will.
(Romans 8:5-7 NLT)



The secret of the ABUNDANT life 
is to SURRENDER the throne of 

your heart and allow every 
MOMENT to be influenced by the 

Holy Spirit!




