


A Story of

Friendship & Loyalty
Found in 1 & 2 Samuel



After David had finished talking with Saul, he 
met Jonathan, the king’s son. There was an 

immediate bond between them, for Jonathan 
loved David. From that day on Saul kept David 

with him and wouldn’t let him return home. And 
Jonathan made a solemn pact with David, 
because he loved him as he loved himself. 

Jonathan sealed the pact by taking off his robe 
and giving it to David, together with his tunic, 

sword, bow, and belt. 
1 Samuel 18:1-4 NLT



“… David came out from where he had been 
hiding near the stone pile. Then David bowed 
three times to Jonathan with his face to the 
ground. Both of them were in tears as they 
embraced each other and said good-bye, 
especially David.  At last Jonathan said to 

David, “Go in peace, for we have sworn loyalty 
to each other in the Lord’s name. The Lord is 

the witness of a bond between us and our 
children forever.” Then David left, and 

Jonathan returned to the town.” 
1 Samuel 20:41-42 NLT



(Saul’s son Jonathan had a son named 
Mephibosheth, who was crippled as a child. 
He was five years old when the report came 

from Jezreel that Saul and Jonathan had 
been killed in battle. When the child’s nurse 
heard the news, she picked him up and fled. 
But as she hurried away, she dropped him, 

and he became crippled.)
2 Samuel 4:4 NLT



“So David sent for him and brought him 
from Makir’s home. His name was 

Mephibosheth; he was Jonathan’s son and 
Saul’s grandson. When he came to David, he 

bowed low to the ground in deep respect. 
David said, “Greetings, Mephibosheth.”

Mephibosheth replied, “I am your servant.”



“Don’t be afraid!” David said. “I intend to 
show kindness to you because of my 

promise to your father, Jonathan. I will give 
you all the property that once belonged to 

your grandfather Saul, and you will eat here 
with me at the king’s table!”  Mephibosheth 
bowed respectfully and exclaimed, “Who is 

your servant, that you should show such 
kindness to a dead dog like me?”

2 Samuel 9:5-8 NLT



Mephibosheth was 
UNDERSERVING but GRATEFUL

of David’s MERCY!




