




The Story of Jonah



“One day some teachers of 
religious law and Pharisees came 
to Jesus and said, “Teacher, we 

want you to show us a miraculous 
sign to prove your authority.”  But 

Jesus replied, “Only an evil, 
adulterous generation would 

demand a miraculous sign; 



but the only sign I will give them is 
the sign of the prophet Jonah. For 

as Jonah was in the belly of the 
great fish for three days and three 
nights, so will the Son of Man be in 

the heart of the earth for three 
days and three nights.” 

Matthew 12:38-40 NLT



The Lord gave this message to 
Jonah son of Amittai: “Get up and 

go to the great city of Nineveh. 
Announce my judgment against it 
because I have seen how wicked 

its people are.”  But Jonah got up 
and went in the opposite direction 

to get away from the Lord. 



He went down to the port of 
Joppa, where he found a ship 

leaving for Tarshish. He bought a 
ticket and went on board, 

hoping to escape from the Lord 
by sailing to Tarshish. 

Jonah 1:1-3 NLT



“But the Lord hurled a powerful 
wind over the sea, causing a 

violent storm that threatened to 
break the ship apart. Fearing for 
their lives, the desperate sailors 

shouted to their gods for help and 
threw the cargo overboard to 

lighten the ship.  



But all this time Jonah was 
sound asleep down in the hold. 
So the captain went down after 

him. “How can you sleep at a 
time like this?” he shouted. “Get 
up and pray to your god! Maybe 
he will pay attention to us and 

spare our lives.”
Jonah 1:4-6 NLT



The sailors were terrified when 
they heard this, for he had 

already told them he was running 
away from the Lord. “Oh, why did 

you do it?” they groaned.
Jonah 1:10 NLT



The sailors were awestruck by 
the Lord’s great power, and they 

offered him a sacrifice and 
vowed to serve him. 

Jonah 1:16 NLT



Now the Lord had arranged for a 
great fish to swallow Jonah. And 

Jonah was inside the fish for 
three days and three nights. 

Jonah 1:17 NLT



“As my life was slipping away, I 
remembered the Lord.  And my 

earnest prayer went out to you in 
your holy Temple. Those who 

worship false gods turn their backs on 
all God’s mercies. But I will offer 

sacrifices to you with songs of praise, 
and I will fulfill all my vows.  For my 

salvation comes from the Lord alone.” 
Jonah 2:7-9 NLT



“As long as we are surrounded 
by our sense of control and 

importance, we will not know 
God as God.” 

NLT Life Application Study Bible (p 1459)



This time Jonah obeyed the Lord’s 
command and went to Nineveh, a 

city so large that it took three 
days to see it all. On the day 

Jonah entered the city, he 
shouted to the crowds: “Forty 
days from now Nineveh will be 

destroyed!”



The people of Nineveh believed 
God’s message, and from the 

greatest to the least, they 
declared a fast and put on burlap 

to show their sorrow. 
Jonah 3:3-5 NLT



Response to the GOSPEL
is in God’s HANDS –

OBEDIENCE in 
SHARING it, is in ours!




