




The Story of 

John the Baptist
Recorded in the Gospels



While Zechariah was in the 
sanctuary, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him, standing to the 
right of the incense altar. 

Zechariah was shaken and 
overwhelmed with fear when he 

saw him. 



But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, 
Zechariah! God has heard your 

prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will 
give you a son, and you are to name 

him John. You will have great joy 
and gladness, and many will rejoice 

at his birth, for he will be great in 
the eyes of the Lord. 



He must never touch wine or other 
alcoholic drinks. He will be filled 

with the Holy Spirit, even before his 
birth. And he will turn many 

Israelites to the Lord their God. He 
will be a man with the spirit and 

power of Elijah. He will prepare the 
people for the coming of the Lord. 



He will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children, and he will 

cause those who are rebellious to 
accept the wisdom of the godly.”

(Luke 1:11-17 NLT)



Purify me from my sins, and I will be 
clean; wash me, and I will be whiter 
than snow.  Oh, give me back my joy 
again; you have broken me—now let 
me rejoice. Don’t keep looking at my 
sins.  Remove the stain of my guilt.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God.  

Renew a loyal spirit within me.
Psalm 51:7-10 NLT



“On that day a fountain will be 
opened for the dynasty of David and 

for the people of Jerusalem, a 
fountain to cleanse them from all 

their sins and impurity.”
Zechariah 13:1 NLT



When the crowds came to John for 
baptism, he said, “You brood of 

snakes! Who warned you to flee the 
coming wrath? Prove by the way you 
live that you have repented of your 
sins and turned to God. Don’t just 

say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we 
are descendants of Abraham.’



That means nothing, for I tell you, 
God can create children of Abraham 

from these very stones. 
The crowds asked, “What should we 
do?”  John replied, “If you have two 

shirts, give one to the poor. If you 
have food, share it with those who 

are hungry.”



Even corrupt tax collectors came to 
be baptized and asked, “Teacher, 
what should we do?”  He replied, 
“Collect no more taxes than the 
government requires.”  “What 

should we do?” asked some soldiers.  
John replied, “Don’t extort money or 

make false accusations. And be 
content with your pay.” 

Luke 3:7-8; 10-14 NLT



Running with CONVICTION
causes us to live DIFFERENTLY

than the status quo.




