


PARABLE: 
an earthly story 

with a heavenly meaning 
and a spiritual application 



THE KINGDOM OF GOD: 
God’s kingly rule 



   Then Peter came up and said to 
him, “Lord, how often will my 
brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? As many as seven 
times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not 
say to you seven times, but seventy-
seven times.” 



  “Therefore the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. When he began to settle, 
one was brought to him who owed 
him ten thousand talents. And 
since he could not pay, his master 
ordered him to be sold, with his 
wife and children and all that he 
had, and payment to be made. 



So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
And out of pity for him, the master 
of that servant released him and 
forgave him the debt.” 

Matthew 18:21-27 (ESV) 



MERCY: 
the emotion experienced 

in the presence of an affliction  
that has come upon another 

and the action resulting from this 
emotion  

(EXEGETICAL DICTIONARY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT) 



But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ— 
by grace you have been saved 

Ephesians 2:4-5 (ESV) 



So then it depends not on  
human will or exertion, but on 
God, who has mercy. 

Romans 9:16 (ESV) 



And Jesus went throughout all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and every affliction. 
When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd.  

Matthew 9:35-36 (ESV) 



“But when that same servant went 
out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred 
denarii, and seizing him, he began 
to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay 
you.’ 



He refused and went and put him 
in prison until he should pay the 
debt. When his fellow servants saw 
what had taken place, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their master all 
that had taken place. 



Then his master summoned him 
and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. And 
should not you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy 
on you?’ 



And in anger his master delivered 
him to the jailers, until he should 
pay all his debt. So also my 
heavenly Father will do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 

Matthew 18:28-35 (ESV) 



“For if you forgive others their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you, but if you do 
not forgive others their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.”  

Matthew 6:14-15 (ESV) 



For judgment is without mercy to 
one who has shown no mercy.  

James 2:13 (ESV) 



“Be merciful, even as your Father  
is merciful.” 

Luke 6:36 (ESV) 


