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When you think of “the church,” what comes to mind? 

 
 
 

What do you think God thought about His Church in these 
different periods of time ... 

The time of Hezekiah [2Kings 18-20; 2Chronicles 29-32] 
 
 
 
The time of Amos [Amos 5:21-23] 
 
 
 
The time of Simon [Matthew 16:13-18] 

 
 

 
The Church exists for two different groups of people ... 

 

<group1> __________________________ 
list some of their roadblocks here ... 
 
<group2> __________________________ 
list some of their roadblocks here ... 
 

 
How do we work thru these “roadblocks”? 

1) Recognize that it’s not _________________ 
  > why? 

2) Understand its ___________________ 
  > “fill up and spill out” 
  > requires seeing the big picture & laser focus 

3) _____ the church, don’t just ______ to church 
  > ________ [1Cor.12:12-27] “one unit working together” 
  > ________ [1Peter 5:2-4] “unique individuals following the leader” 
  > ________ [Eph. 5:22-32] “romantic partner waiting for our hero” 
  > _____________ [Acts 2:42-47] “living life together” 

Encounter these verses today:  
circle words that you identify with, underline phrases or sentences you’d 

like to remember, write questions about the passage out to the side 

Digging Deeper this week ... 
If you would like to take today’s teaching to the next level, then start digging! 
Ask yourself the following questions ... 
        1) Has the church ever been a roadblock in my spiritual walk before?  
       2) How have I attempted to confront this roadblock in the past? 
Investigate the truths found in Hebrews 10:1-24 in your personal time. 
        3) Read Matt. 16 (above) and be confronted by your own confession.  How does 

your confession of Jesus as Messiah impact your daily life? 
       4) Read Acts 2 (above) and consider what the church was devoted to, and how it 

impacted their daily lives.  Is their impact different than your impact today? 
       5) Consider Revelation 21 (above).  If the temple is replaced by God’s presence in 

Heaven, how much weight should we give it on this side of eternity?  Why? 

Peters Confession (Matthew 16:13-18, NIV - emphasis added) 
 

13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" 

14They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 

15"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 
16Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God." 
17Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 

was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 
18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

 
 

The Early Church (Acts 2:42-47, NIV - emphasis added) 
 

42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and 
miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 
46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved. 

 
 

New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:22, NIV - emphasis added) 
 

When John sees what the Kingdom of Heaven looks like, he makes this very 
interesting and contrasting observation ... 

22I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.   


