






The Roman 
Centurion 



Who was the Roman Centurion? 

And when the centurion,  
who stood facing him, saw that in this way 

he breathed his last, he said,  
“Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

{Mark 15:39 ESV} 
 



Who was the Roman Centurion? 

Middle-ranking officer  
{commanded 80-100 men} 

 

Fought on the frontlines 
{led aggressively  

to prove bravery and gain recognition} 
 

Intermediary between the army  
and civilians 

{involved in various local duties} 

 



Who was the Roman Centurion? 

Most recognized representative of Rome  
  
 

The vitis 
{the symbol of a centurion’s authority: 

discipline and order through corporal punishment} 



 

And the soldiers led him away inside  
the palace (that is, the governor's 

headquarters), and they called together 
the whole battalion. And they clothed 

him in a purple cloak, and twisting 
together a crown of thorns,  

they put it on him.  



And they began to salute him, “Hail, King 
of the Jews!” And they were striking his 

head with a reed and spitting on him and 
kneeling down in homage to him.  

And when they had mocked him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put 

his own clothes on him.  
And they led him out to crucify him. 

{Mark 15:16-20 ESV} 



 

And when the sixth hour had come,  
there was darkness over the whole land 

until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 

lema sabachthani?” which means,  
“My God, my God,  

why have you forsaken me?” 



 
. . . And Jesus uttered a loud cry and 

breathed his last. 
{Mark 15:33-34, 37 ESV} 



“For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life that I may take 
it up again. No one takes it from me, but I 

lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again. This charge I 
have received from my Father.”  

{John 10:17-18 ESV} 



And when the centurion,  
who stood facing him, saw that in this 

way he breathed his last, he said,  
“Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

{Mark 15:39 ESV} 
 



And Jesus called them to him and  
said to them, “You know that those who 

are considered rulers of the Gentiles  
lord it over them, and their great ones 

exercise authority over them. But it shall 
not be so among you. 



But whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever would 

be first among you must be slave of all. 
For even the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.” 

{Mark 10:42-45 ESV} 



“Lord, I am not worthy to have you come 
under my roof, but only say the word,  

and my servant will be healed.  
For I too am a man under authority, with 
soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ 
and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and 

he comes, and to my servant,  
‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 



When Jesus heard this, he marveled and 
said to those who followed him,  

“Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel 
have I found such faith.”  

{Matthew 8:8-10 ESV} 



Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, but 

also to the interests of others. Have this 
mind among yourselves, which is yours in 

Christ Jesus,  



who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to 

be grasped, but emptied himself, by 
taking the form of a servant, being born in 

the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 



Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. 
{Philippians 2:3-11} 




