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And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy—the Son of God. ... For nothing will be impossible with God.”
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And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according
to your word.”
Luke 1: 35, 37-38 (ESV)
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.”So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the
word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart.
Luke 2:15-19 (NIV)
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After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him
was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him,
they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us
like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why were
you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s
house?”But they did not understand what he was saying to them. Then he went
down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother
treasured all these things in her heart.
Luke 2:46-51 (NIV)
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The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken
against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will
pierce your own soul too.”
Luke 2:33-35 (NIV)
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Consider these questions for personal reflection this week ...
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> What is your reaction when things don’t happen as you planned?
Trust in God? Or something else?
> Do you feel insignificant? Will you remember that God can use you, if
you are willing?
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